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Migrant smuggling is a
crime that involves the
facilitation, for financial
or other material gain,
of irregular entry into
a country where the
person is not a national
or resident.



In Brazil, irregular
migration is not a
crime, but promoting
it for financial profit
is (Criminal Code of
Brazil, art. 232-A).

Smuggling can occur
by land, air or sea.
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Migrant smuggling
usually happens with
the consent of the
person willing to
migrate. However,
the journey is often
dangerous, violent
and imposes unsafe
and inhumane
traveling conditions.



Crossing borders is often exhaustive and dangerous. Migrants end
up being exposed to the risk of death, which may be caused by
situations of violence and/or extreme physical stress during the
journey.

Unfortunately, both adults and children are fatal victims of
this crime across the world. Cases of migrant deaths due to
suffocation in containers, drowning at sea or exhaustion in
deserts are often reported by news.

POSSIBLE RISKS DURING BORDER CROSSING:

1. Risk of death from starvation and

dehydration;

2. Risk of abduction;

. Risk of falling into networks of trafficking in
persons and be subjected to slavery-like practices
and sexual exploitation;

4. Risk of being forced to conduct illegal activities

like trafficking of drugs and weapons;

5. Risk of losing a large amount of money due to

loan sharks or swindlers and fraud.
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Criminal organizations responsible for smuggling of
migrants conduct a wide range of activities, and often carry
out other types of crimes, such as trafficking of drugs and
weapons, and documentation fraud.



Document fraud is a crime frequently related to smuggling,
as the criminal networks counterfeit documents so that the
migrant can present them to local authorities.

People who use these networks may end up being forced to
commit other crimes, such as transport of illegal drugs when
crossing borders, for example.

RISKS OF BEING CONNECTED TO
CRIMINAL NETWORKS:

1. Risk of getting involved with illegal drugs
and weapons traffickers;

2, Risk of being accused of committing
acts of corruption by bribing imigration
officers;

3. Risk of being criminally charged with
document fraud.





















Children and adolescents may be used to forge kinship
with the purpose of defrauding immigration and customs
identification procedures and avoiding detention in
destination countries.

In this process, they may get lost or be abandoned by
the group, being exposed to mistreatment and to the
worst forms of child labour and exploitation.

Children are more vulnerable to the risks faced in
border crossings, like physical exhaustion during long
journeys, drowning, as some cannot swim in shipwreck
situations, and overheating in deserts.



Going through these
traumas can cause
cognitive impairment
that will have a
strong impact on
growth and learning.
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